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A U T U M N    1 

TOPIC: Babies 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

Welcome to Reception Class at Annie Lennard!! We hope you all had a lovely Summer 
holiday. We are super excited to get to know your children and you, their families, 
during the upcoming year in Reception.  

The children will be taught by Mrs Brookes, Mrs Day and Mrs Wildman in Reception. 
Most mornings we will also spend some time working and playing with Mrs Bavin and 
the Nursery children.  
  

Our topic this half term is ‘BABIES’  

We will be doing lots of fun (and sometimes messy!) activities relating to this topic. 

At the start of a topic we do a ‘mind map’ to find out what the children already know 
about and also what they would like to find out. This means we can plan activities 
linked to the children’s interests as well as skills and objectives we would like them to 
focus on. You can see a copy of our Medium Term Planning for this half term on 
Tapestry. This shows you what we will be covering in all the areas of learning. 

 

Clothing 
The children will be spending part of every day outside so it is important they have 
the correct clothing to stay dry and warm. We do lots of messy activities too so 
please do not send the children in their best coats or clothes! Please ensure all 
belongings are named (clothes, water bottles, bags). At the end of each day we 
try to give out jumpers and sweatshirts but if they are not named this can be very 
difficult. 

 

Tapestry 
We love to see what the children get up to when they are not at school, and we like 
to share this as a class for all children to see. So if your child does something at home 
to make you proud, please put it on an observation on Tapestry for us to see.  It also 
helps us to build a bigger picture of what your children enjoy and can do for when we 
are assessing. 
Homework will be sent on a Friday via Tapestry. Please sign into your account to see 
this and upload what you do. This may be a one off piece of work or a project that 
will be requiring more time. All of these activities and tasks support the children’s 
learning so we appreciate your support with this. We will look at this together as a 
class the following week. 

 

 



 

PE and PE kit 
The children will do P.E. on a Wednesday morning (alternate weeks). The dates that 
we will have PE this half term are: 

Wednesday 14th September 

Wednesday 28th September 

Wednesday 12th October 

Please send your child to school in their PE kit on these days and remove any 
jewellery including earrings. Religious bangles should be covered with a sports 
sweatband for safety.  

 

Phonics 

We will be commencing phonics immediately as soon as all the children are in school. 
Phonics is taught every morning following our Little Wandle scheme. In Phonics we 
teach children the sounds and skills they need to be able to read. We will begin by 
teaching children the basic sounds s, a, t, p, i, n  and will be practising blending orally. 
For example, sounding out the word s – u – n   in hope they can tell us the word is 
sun, and  p – a – t = pat. 

We hope to have a workshop very soon where we will invite you in and give you a 
greater insight into what phonics is, and how you can support this essential part of 
your child’s learning. 

 

Snack time 
In the Early Years, we have a shared snack time during the morning where we all 
have a piece of fruit. This is provided by school therefore we kindly ask that you do 
not send any kind of snack into school for this break time as children will be given a 
choice of our daily fruit on offer. 

 

 

 

If you have any questions or worries please do not hesitate to see one of us. Just a 
reminder that our priority in a morning is to get the children in safely and start their 
day so we cannot discuss things in a morning before school, but we can always 
arrange a time to see you at another time. 

 
Mrs Brookes, Mrs Day and Mrs Wildman 

 


